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 Height of 

Veneer 
Above local 

grade 

Mortar 
Recommendation 

Drainage 

 

Up to 6 feet 
(1.83 m) 

Scratch Coat: 
Prebagged Type S 

 
Setting bed mortar: 
Prebagged Type S 

 

Not 
Required 

 

Up to 10 feet 
(3.05 m) 

 

Scratch Coat: 
Prebagged Type S 

 
Setting bed mortar: 

 Prebagged Specmix Polymer 
modified stone veneer mortar 

 
 

YES 

 

Above 10 feet 
(3.05 m) 

 

Scratch Coat: 
Prebagged Type S 

 
Setting bed mortar: 

ANSI 118.15 compliant mortar 
(Laticrete Hi-bond, 

Specmix XP 500, or Flexbond) 
 

YES 

 

Directly to 
cement board 

For 
  any height 
above local 

grade 

Setting bed mortar: 
ANSI 118.15 compliant mortar 

(Laticrete hi-bond, 
Specmix XP 500 or Flexbond 

YES 
for full walls 

 


